DEVILS LAKE BASIN JOINT WATER RESOURCE BOARD

Minutes of regular monthly meeting held Thursday, June 11th, 2026, Historical Meeting Room, Ramsey County
Courthouse, Devils Lake, ND, and Online via Teams.

Chairman Albin Jallo called the meeting to order at 8:00 AM. Roll call of the counties was taken.

Cavalier County Ordale Morstad (absent)
Eddy County Mike Tweed

Nelson County Dave Sateren (absent)
Pierce County Floyd Slaubaugh
Ramsey County Duaine Ash

Towner County Randy Benson

Walsh County Albin Jallo

APPROVE AGENDA: Frith stated that this is an abbreviated agenda, since the DWR — Ramsey County
Emergency Drain meeting is at 9 am this morning at the college. Jallo asked if anyone had any questions
about today’s agenda. Benson made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Ash, motion
carried unanimously.

APPROVAL of MINUTES: The meeting minutes for May 13th, 2026, were reviewed. Tweed made a
motion to approve May 13th, 2026, minutes, seconded by Benson, motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL of FINANCIALS: The financial reports were reviewed. Ash made a motion to approve
the financials, seconded by Slaubaugh, motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL of MONTHLY BILLS FOR JUNE 2026:

June 2026 Bills Amount Ck#

Intuit QuickBooks Online Monthly $115.00 ACH
Albin Jallo - Water Management Planning Committee $300.20 5279
Ramsey County Auditor - Wages & Withholding Taxes $6,361.49 5280
Ramsey County Auditor - Health Insurance $2,377.10 5281
Ramsey County Auditor: Rent $190.00 5282
Ramsey County Auditor: Telephone $55.49 5282
Leevers - Meeting Expense $17.40 5283
NDTC - Website Hosting $21.83 5284
Ramsey County Water Resource District (Office Assistant Services) $600.00 5285
Ramsey County Water Resource District (Copier Rent) $125.00 5285
Jeff Frith - Cell Phone Expense $101.25 5286
Creel Bay Digital - Web hosting, Web development $350.00 5287
B Blue Water Consulting - May 2026 - Inv. 1120 $855.48 5288
Insure Forward - General Liability Policy Renewal $743.00 5289

Total Admin $11,357.76

Total General Project $855.48

Total $12,213.24

The June 2026 bills were reviewed. Tweed made a motion to approve the June 2026 bills, seconded
by Benson, motion carried unanimously.
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OTHERS PRESENT:

Dave Azure, US Fish & Wildlife, Jim Olson, Blue Water Consultant. Online: Amanda Lee, National
Weather Service, Matthew Lindsay, Department of Water Resources, Dani Quissell & Julie Ellingson,
ND Water Association, Patrick Samson, Ackerman-Estvold Engineering, & Michael Miller.

OLD BUSINESS:

2027 BUDGET FIRST READING: Frith mentioned the 2027 Budget needs to be finalized by July 1,
2026, to provide to the county Auditors. Frith went over some of the changes that were mentioned in the
last meeting. Frith stated that he hasn’t heard from board members recommending any changes. Jallo asked
whether the meeting expenses are adequate, given the addition of the water management planning
meetings. Ash made a motion to approve the final 2027 budget with the increase of $500 in the
meeting expense category, seconded by Slaubaugh, motion carried unanimously.

WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN: Jim Olson mentioned the steering committee meeting on May 271,
Patrick Samson of Ackerman Estvold Engineering mentioned that he wanted to keep things short today, given
the time constraints. He stated that his team is working on all that data compiled from the surveys. And the
next steering committee meeting is Wednesday, July 1%, at 2 pm in Frith’s office.

OTHER OLD BUSINESS: No other old business.

BASIN BOARD REPORTS:

Ramsey County: Ash mentioned they have been busy with a few snag & clear petitions that have come in.
They will meet as a board following this meeting at the college regarding the emergency drain application
near Fenster Slough.

Walsh County: Jallo mentioned that the office phones have been ringing off the hook, that they received
over 4 inches of rain, and that they are currently experiencing significant overland flooding.

Eddy County: Tweed mentioned they discussed a tile drain permit and met with Fish & Wildlife
officials regarding various setbacks.

Pierce County: Slaubaugh mentioned that Hurricane Lake is higher than they’ve ever seen, the water just
isn’t moving, and they are looking at hiring a drone to see if there is some sort of blockage downstream.
Towner County: Benson mentioned they also have a lot of water in their area and are just trying

to figure out how to deal with it.

Nelson County: Sateren was absent, and no update was provided.

Cavalier County: Morstad was absent, and no update was provided.

MANAGER’S REPORT: Frith mentioned it has been very busy; he was in Bismarck starting Monday
and returned home last evening. He stated that Tuesday was the State Water Commission meeting, and
Wednesday was the Legislative Water Topics Overview committee meeting. On the county side of things,
he has been busy with all the spring flooding that has been occurring and is hoping for some movement
following the emergency drain application meeting later this morning. He mentioned that the eastern side of
Ramsey County is covered with water, and numerous roads have been impacted. Frith also mentioned that
he would be on vacation from June 17, returning Monday, June 29th.
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AGENCY REPORTS:
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE: Amanda was in attendance online; however, with a
shortened meeting, time did not allow for her to present.
ND GAME & FISH: No one in attendance
NRCS: No one in attendance.
US FISH & WILDLIFE: Dave Azure was in attendance and mentioned that they, too, are
having a busy spring with many water issues. Dave stated that they were able to get their
excavator out to Lamb’s Lake and, without burying it, clear an approach channel to the
outlet. Submitted a permit adjustment to DWR to adjust the outlet elevation to Lamb’s
Lake. Federal hiring guidelines have loosened a bit, and we will be able to fill a few open
positions. Frith thanked Dave for his staff’s assistance with temporary drain applications to
move water away from roadways.
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES: Matthew Lindsay was in attendance, online,
and stated that the Devils Lake outlets at the West End are operating at 175¢cfs and have
continued; the east outlet is operating at 150cfs and has been for some time, for a total of 325cfs.
They may be able to increase here in the next week or two if the additional 75¢fs pump is
repaired; they were waiting on a relay part.
They did get a quote to move and redo the priming system at Round Lake as well; however, it
was much higher than expected. They are working with the contractor Sun Electric to figure out
something else there. The only other thing is the township road crossing downstream from the
East Devils Lake Outlet. The Level Township officials asked at the spring meeting whether that
could be considered for rebuilding. They mentioned that it was washed out after the outlet
operations and would like it repaired. The DWR’s in-house engineer, Joe Morrissette, prepared
an estimate, which came to $288,000 for a box culvert solution, which was what he was
recommending, and we relayed that to Todd Jordy of the Township. The catch with that is
anything over 250,000 is something DWR can't do because that's the threshold. Joe is working
with Todd Jordy to get more information on a potentially different solution, such as an arch pipe
or pipes, and maybe that would put the cost below the 250,000 threshold.

JOINT SUMMER WATER MEETING: Julie quickly mentioned that the block of rooms for the summer
conference ends tomorrow and reminded everyone to get their rooms as soon as possible.

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 AM.

Approved July 8%, 2026:

I s Ly wih

Albin Jalld/Chairman ﬁrf \T\.\Frith, Meaylager
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